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OPENING OF THE CAT PROTECTION SOCIETY FETE - NORWOOD 
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 25 , 1 976 . 
MRS, MODYSTACK, MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE, LAD IES AND GENTLEMEN, 
I AM PLEASED THAT I COULD COME ALONG TH I S MORNING TO OPEN YOUR FETE 
AND G IVE MY SUPPORT TO THE GOOD WORK WHICH THE CAT PROTECTION SOCIETY 
I S DOING. 
YOUR SOCIETY F U L F I L L S A MOST IMPORTANT ROLE BECAUSE, UNFORTUNATELY, NOT 
EVERYONE IN THE COMMUNITY I S AS CONSIDERATE OF THEIR PETS AS WE WOULD 
L I K E . 
. . 2 . 
CATS ARE NEGLECTED, ABANDONED, AND SOMETIMES I L L -TREATED, AND I T I S 
CONCERNED PEOPLE SUCH AS YOURSELVES WHO ARE TRYING TO OVERCOME TH I S 
S ITUATION BY, F I R STLY , TEACHING PEOPLE NOT TO I L L -TREAT THEIR CATS AND, 
SECONDLY, BY PROVIDING ASS ISTANCE. FOR CATS WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN WELL 
CARED FOR. 
EARL IER TH I S YEAR I OPENED THE NEW ANIMAL WELFARE LEAGUE ' S QUARTERS AT 
WLNGFIELD, AND I WAS IMPRESSED BY THE GREAT WORK DONE THERE, AND THE 
NUMBER OF ANIMALS BE ING LOOKED AFTER. BUT I WAS SADDENED TO THINK THAT 
SO MANY ANIMALS NEED THE KIND OF PROTECTION WHICH GROUPS L I K E YOUR SOCIETY 
SET OUT TO PROVIDE. 
EACH YEAR THOUSANDS OF CATS NEED TO BE LOOKED AFTER, AND THE SOCIETY 
HAVEN, ALSO AT WlNGFIELD, HAS BEEN A WELCOME NEW HOME FOR MANY OF THEM. 
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;AS MORE CATS ARE IN NEED OF ASS ISTANCE, THE PRESSURE ON YOUR F A C I L I T I E S 
I S INCREASING. THE RESULT OF ONE PERSON 'S NEGLECT BECOMES A PROBLEM FOR 
THE COMMUNITY. UNFORTUNATELY, THERE SEEMS TO BE L ITTLE PROSPECT OF THE 
S ITUATION IMPROVING. A s C I T I E S GROW AND PEOPLE HAVE INCREASING LE ISURE 
T IME, THE DEMAND FOR PETS WILL INCREASE, AND THERE WILL BE MORE CASES OF 
NEGLECT AND ILL-TREATMENT. THAT MEANS MORE WORK FOR THE CAT PROTECTION 
SOCIETY, THE ANIMAL WELFARE LEAGUE, THE R . S . P . C . A . AND THE OTHER GROUPS 
AND IND IV IDUALS WHO ARE TRYING TO LOOK AFTER OUR PETS. 
ITHE GOVERNMENT I S CONCERNED ABOUT THE EFFECTS OF TH I S TREND AND THE 
L IKELIHOOD THAT EX I ST ING SERV ICES WILL BE PLACED UNDER GREATER STRAIN 
IN THE FUTURE. 
.A. 
SOME MONTHS AGO THE GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHED AN ANIMAL WELFARE COMMITTEE 
TO LOOK INTO THE PROBLEM, IN PARTICULAR THE COST OF PET CARE FOR LOW 
INCOME F A M I L I E S . 
THE HIGH COST OF G IV ING ANIMALS PROPER CURATIVE AND PREVENTATIVE TREATMENT 
'SOMETIMES FORCES PEOPLE ON LOWER WAGES TO RELUCTANTLY ABANDON THEIR PETS 
OR, THROUGH F INANCIAL NECESS ITY, DEPRIVE THEM OF NEEDED VETERINARY 
ASS ISTANCE. 
I KNOW TH IS I S ONE AREA WHERE YOUR SOCIETY TR I E S TO HELP, BOTH BY 
PROVIDING A SHELTER AND BY F INANCIAL ASS ISTANCE TO PEOPLE FOR VETS ' FEES. 
BUT THE GOVERNMENT WANTS TO SEE HOW WE CAN A S S I S T YOU,AND THE PRELIMINARY 
REPORT OF THAT COMMITTEE I S BEING DRAFTED AT THE MOMENT. 
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IN ITS WORK THE COMMITTEE HAS RECEIVED GREAT CO-OPERATION FROM THE 
VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS WORKING IN THE ANIMAL WELFARE F I E LD AND THE 
GOVERNMENT I S VERY THANKFUL THAT WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO DRAW ON YOUR 
EXPERIENCE AND INSIGHT INTO THE PROBLEM OF PET CARE. 
ONE AREA WHICH WE WILL PARTICULARLY BE LOOKING AT I S THE QUESTION OF 
MAKING PEOPLE REAL I SE THAT WHILE CATS AND OTHER PETS BRING PLEASURE TO 
THE FAMILY, THEY INVOLVE R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S ON THE PART OF THE OWNER. IN 
OTHER WORDS, WE MUST HAVE AN EDUCATION PROGRAM TO MAKE PEOPLE AWARE OF 
THOSE R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S . I KNOW THAT IN THESE AREAS WE WILL RECEIVE THE 
CO-OPERATION OF YOUR SOCIETY AND THE BENEFIT OF YOUR DEDICATED WORK. 
THANKS VERY MUCH FOR ASKING ME TO OPEN YOUR FETE, AND I HOPE EVERYONE 
GOES OUT AND SPENDS UP IN ORDER TO HELP KEEP PROVIDING THE F A C I L I T I E S 
WHICH OUR CATS NEED. 
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